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PHEFACE.

h.dnadlplm is o rare work in the form of Karikas in
tended, ay its title signifies, to kindle the zeal of kings for
battlc by removing ignorance of the art of war Fare. from
their minds. From the concluding stanza of the work,

RIESIENSUEEEANRIEES el

ST g AR S AT |
FAIET OANF AT UFE FRrATT
THAAYT FACTOF: T, T 0

1t 18 evident that the author Kumara was a Ganaka and «
protégé of Devasarman, and that the latter wasa hbrother
of the Brahmin Govinda who was highly honoured by all
Kerala kings. If Govinda was also a king, then, he should
have be,lono ed ¢ither to the C'hampakassers Rov al family or
the / dapaZZz Royal family, for the members of these two
families were vaid to be Brahmins in the Ke .:tla. country.
The stanzs may also be taken to mean that Govinda was
Brahmin Acarya highly respected by the kings of Kerala.

The work is cited as an aunthority m the Praguamarga
thus =—

TS YT AETEIE i |

AITFIEF =7 a1 F O o

which 18 known to have been written in 825 of the Malabur
Bra correspouding to 1650 A.D. It is therefore certain
that the author flourished earlier than 1650 A, D.  From the
word &urd n the above quotation it seems that Ranadipika
was a well known work at the time of the author of the
Pragnamarga; and as it is natural to suppose that the work
should at least have taken a century before it could become so
popular, I think we may not be far trom right 1L we assigh
the date of the author a century earlier than 1650 A. D. If
however, we take the word Rajaraja mentioned i the

verse UNR@UATAFA to mean the same as the king of
Mahodayapura described in the Sukasandesa

R ST BAYT
AT ATRHEA| TR, |
(R G R RIECE ORI EE (o]
TN TEEted May aftad: 17 (Slo. 58).

then the date of Kum draganaka falls at the latest to the
middle of the 11th century A, D, as ths last Lmo of Naho
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duyapura who sustained defeat at the hands of Rajendra-
chola is known to have reigned between 1052-64 A. D.
The work has epitomised i eight chapters the following
eight topies respectively, viz., (1) wafqas, (2) wmfaEs,
(3) qqrEaEas, (4) FeRes, (5) geewiies, (6) vmaw
faas, (7) gmfiass and (8) s@e@as, which are found elab-
orately dealt with in the Arthaddistra, Jyotistantra, Svara-
gama, Puksisastra and other sciences. The author was well
versed In various branches of §astras and is also known to
have been a successtul astrologer gifted with wonderful power

of prediction. It Is interesting to note that the author fore-
casts 1 the verse,

"I AR AESR T ATHARI | |
ATRT, qivess gait Wi wrivsaty 0 (Cha, 3, Slo. 30).,
the supersession, in course of time, of what is known as the
maruinakiathayom system of inkeritance by inheritance from
tuther o children among the marumakéathayees of Malabar;
and that veniiwies afterwards, it has been theé Royal pleasure
of Her inost zravious Highness the Maharani Regent to give
the sanetity of law to the latter system 1n our own days so
far as rhe marirmaléathayees in "I ravancore are concerned.
The foliowlny solcisms are found in the work:-—

Y T o

i, Qvsmi ERETI SeEAim TRy |

3. FIEATE VW 0T TALHY |
=g ¥ A B 9ai@ gaq i (Cha. 5, Slo. 25).

The work quotes as awliorities such ancient teachers ax
1. B!_'hiiépllii? 2, G'Eirg;m. 3. I{:tpﬂu,, 1, Védak‘yama, J. At
0. Junardaun, 7. Madhava, 8. Varalumihiraand 9. Yavana,

Fhe adition of the work is bused on four Inanuscripts
marked %, & @ and 7, which excepting the second are
complere copies heiouging to the  Palace Library, Tri-
vandreim . while the secoud, i theoniplels copy containing
the tivsiy the (hivd, wad the fifth ad) yavus and a porbion of

e Lt adhivass was obtained frow Mr. Govinda Pilla of
Marchirn Y Veedy

Crvandrin, B, SAMBASIVA SASTRI
s~L1-1103. 1 -
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