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PRETACE

“Prukasika' is a commentary none too elaborate on
the Vedantaparibhast of ST Dharmarajs AdhvarIndra, and
well deserves its name hy the light it throws on the whole
subject. Both the work commented on and its author are
well-known to scholurs.  The work is an authority of repute
on monistic Vedanta and it is divided into cight ehapters
begli)nning with that on Pratyaksa and ending with that
on Prayojana. Naturally for such a work comentaries can
never be too many and P k8 -is -indispensable in serv-
ing a nseful purpose.

This commentary is one of rare werit; it scts hefore it-
self Mallinatha’s motto:—*“Nothing shall be: herein stated that
may not have its basis on the text; no uncalled for state-
ment shall find a place here”; its explanmions bring out in
clear outline the meaning of the text, awe convincing in the
repudiation of opposite schools and the establishment of the
nuthor’s conclusions.  Thus has this commentary commended
iteulf tous-for pablicitior: in ‘this series though it is none

N

too amcient yet nonce ton modern either,

Of the author of Prakasika, one Pedds Diksita we
have no information whatever us to when he lived or where
he'lived, But the following opening verses

YRRt TrEAIwaE gee |
. & wrtaRal T qeriRwE U
e i _:if;. R A fr: $ fr.
FEnar A RFARRATENT |
gRow: aRERwEfeTRTTTTET:
WSy Fweme! Ry sivdoanad )"
would lead us to conclude that Pedda Diksitn was the dis-
ciple of Dharmarajn Adbvarindra—in which case we might
be bold enough to take the reference implied in «
&c"., to mean a personal one. The fact thut Pedda Dfkeita

himeclf indulges to a considerable deurce, in the enterprises
he attributes to the disciples of Dharmarajn Adhvarindra

™ _the 'line *‘aRger: sierimefyomfranzen:”  would in

myypinion lend colowr to the above theory.
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Observe now, the following verses which are found in a
manuscript by the name of “Chandovicitivrtti” helonging to
the collections of this oftice. o

[

a‘“l
TFATIAGZT AHTIIOTTT AT 1)
waret f§ wawsrat: g qitwin )
Rrcar awd 3% 7w ArawE TR 0

arfifrn e | awTEai |

STTIAAT $& WIWT T qan |

shaeTdTfive AT & 0

TR gRie |

giRTTsssgaTTa: S 1"
Now could not this Pettsa Sastrl be just the same Pedds
Dikgita, the author of our present work? If so we know
the following details about him. He is the grandson and
disciple of Ranganatha Adhvarindra native of Kapdara
Manikyagrama; son of Narayana Sarma of the Kausika
Gotra; with another name Hrsikeéa Sarma; and resident in
Tanjore.

The edition of the work is based on three palm leaf
manuscripts marked ¥, @ and . % and & found in one codex
were obtained from Brahmaéri Anantanarayana Sustrial
of Vadiveeswaram in South Travancore. The manuscript
marked 7 is incomplete and @ belongs to the Idappalli Chief.

Trivandrum,
3-10-103. K. SAMBASIVA SASTRI
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