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PREFACE.

The present work Sphotasiddhi treats of the Sphota-
doctrine of Vaiyakaranas establishing the eternal word-
principle transcending letters or sounds, within the short
compass of three Paricchedas, via., Pratyaksa, Arthapatti

and Agama, as the following extracts show.,

1. ‘aRel MRS FRTAAATATII TR FTaaqas -
wregt TR0 qUiARE T8 sAEe i (p- 16).
/ 2, ‘gawdwRrragargee qifals smagegiag v
(p- 27).

3. ‘“org: ‘Fat creR v frge’ gRr wemath ‘q o AeATE
‘I AR ATEHA QU0 F0 AR AR AT g AR R -
UG awaq (p- 36).

The object of the work is to prove the identity of the
universe with the eternal sound called sphota transcending

letters which is maintained in' the Sabdadvaitaprakarana.
This is evident from,

g TAPTRATTAARIS, T UARE®S IqH (AW0eT Noqr-
Favew aghdaln: - gwdn gt T T seorg sy
(p. 37)

The Sphota-doctrine enunciated by Andumbarayana and
other ancient grammarians is in this work further est-
ablished, with authorities arranged in convincing fashion and
in a style lucid and dignified; so, indeed Sphotasiddhi may
be said to be a significant title of the work.

The colophons at the end of the chapters, -

UG RAT ThIZREY TENTRIT:  §WE: | owyl-
qRa=dg: aam: | "Ry awa: 1
show that Acarya Bharatamiéra was the author of the work.
It has not been possible to learn anything particular regard-
ing the author. That he was earlier than the author of the
Sphotasiddhinyayavicara published as No. 54 of the Tri-
vandrum Sanskrit Series is certain from the invocatory verse
of the latter, ‘

“sftire et fiwt 3 geafy )
qoes wid Ny ghagayg ek o’

That there are many works besides the present one on

the subject is shown in Appendix B,



We will here consider this Sphota briefly. Most gram-
marians maintain that Sphota is the word-principle trans- -
cending letters (¢ e., sounds). This is briefly how they
arrive at their doctrine. “In Gauh etc. the letters g, au, vi-
sarga etc., are no sooner produced than they cease to be; they
are several; they cannot be coeval; they cannot make up an
entity beyond their own individual selves; they are not
competent to convey sense each by itself: hence is this
Sphota accepted by all as the eternal word-principle shin-
ing in the heart. It only manifests itself to us when expres-
sion is desired as the sound which has received the impress-
of the positions and efforts (ordinarily employed in sound
production); the series of such sounds has its meaning fixed
by the sense of the last sound, the same being embellished
by the reminiscence of the effect of experiencing each preced-
ing sound in retrograde order”.

This very idea is couveyed by some other Acaryas in
different terms: the word-principle is conceived as having
four stages—Para, PasyantI, Madhyama and Vaikhari; the
first is beyond comprehension; the second is attainable only
by yogins; the third Madhyama is the stiksma sound to be

grasped by the intellect and audible only to one’s own innate
powers of hearing; the fourth is the word as we have it in
use. Now, it is the third among these that is accepted as
the Sphota above enunciated.

Certain other Acaryas hold that it is the letter or
letters of a word that conveys the meaning and that there is
nothing in a word except the letters composing it. The
great Sankaracarya refers* in respectful terms to Upavars-

acatya as an opponent of the Sphota-doctrine and Sabara-
svamin also citest the authority in a similar context.

We shall now consider when and by whom the Sphota-
doctorine was promulgated. There is no reference to the
doctrine in the stutras of Panini, and also in the vartikas of
Ratyayana; and from this it may be inferred that the
doctrine was not well known during the time of the two

* <o} uy g uss:, 3R waargTas:,” ,
: (Devatadhikarana in the Stitrabhasya).

T “org AR@A B To7:2 | THERERAGAAT R ATAGIA: - . -

co e PETRTEEREREEE A TETE @A g
(Mimamsa bha.aya 1. 1. 5.)
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grammarians. But from the statement in the Mahabhisya,
YNIRAT AASPEFFTGUANOAT TIAA W & 15’
‘i afE TH: weg: | b wegn’
it is plain that the doctrine was prevalent at the time of
Patanjali. But I am of opinion that Panini knew Sphota as
he quotes a predecessor of his, named Sphotayana.* Hara-
datta, in his commentary on Kasika comments on the
name and attributes it to an Acarya devoted to the Sphota-

doctrine.f Thus it would appear that the Sphota-doctrine
was earlier than Panini himself.

From the mention of the word Sphota as referring to

the doctrine in the Srimad-Bhagavata,] itis certain that it
was current in the Puranic period.

The edition of the work is based on a single palm leaf
manuscript about two or three centuries old belonging to
Pantalam Raja, and no other manuscript was available.
However, considering the rare merit of the work it is now
published in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

K. SAMBASIVA SASTRL

* iqAg TRIZMEEE (6-1-128).
T “ERRBISTH I T T ERI: TR o 1
1 “Rat svasmisR R @ e amd: |

A TUEIAIEIR AT IIFD: 1 (Skandha 9. Cha. 85).






INGA: |

IS TRITIATEAN TAGIATIRRI: fitsss-
Frafmd TRRTErE gad  A9eTE | ad-
T —

2. ‘aRcd iﬁﬁs@@ SREREIEICERRIER LI EACTE
AR AAYT IR 7 qqAhq, (B 28)

E(G

. ‘TIRITATIFANGIAT  TNRRF TFRTgI-
e ) (| RY)
T,

3. ‘o ‘I @8 a9 RER IR Tea: ‘9w
AT ‘A GITAMIR AHA AT TR~
FRAARTARACATII R TR GA T TeFaeay |
(789 R)

T

TATAHET (9T FJRATHA [ JORRTI-
TEHA LI 3 RN | g T —

‘o SAFIRAFTIRY, T TRRFE aad
e TSERATHON TERRIA: Fedad IR RT TIE =W
o AR V(38 39)

g

NerfrsaREaRn: TOIgRen, AarmREaT-
A SSASAl I WS EFCTTI R TENRE
THE JIITT T JINGNT TRITRATES |

CAZIFYNUAT ATAATRTATHET AT enmft—
SRR, 1 | 391 —
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SEFAISTATT S LA (WA A TFTI | 391 —

“gitger TmE R i TRAT |
AU WA 1Y e g 0
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ARSIy TG ThREEEl FR1 SAGHRAE] RN
IR ST |
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. U, SHHW -
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T W‘ﬁ“ﬂ%ﬂiﬁﬁﬂmm
'wmwmm%rmqmwwr TIAEAE] [A: -
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g =T M Wﬁqwf’ 2RI Page 205) A4
FOEfA HEEATIS AR ETNTT: — o T
F 75 ! | TEOHRCEETT Q7 TEITTIN oo
............ HE AT AAUERRERAIS Al Al TS -ZETE:”,
g | (TTAFEIIANE Page 10)
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R, YW THIE: FRAT AT FS T AR
Ra: afEmew R — GEFRET WEd: O
I, TNFFRE T RTATTTRAMEAY T HIGIGHA
TRAMEFA] TEEHASIHETAQ | AR WA, Q-
SRS (Ol — TR SEARTEThIagt-
AT @ 43l 8 T Y9 THRIAN % RS-
Reffd 999 RS ANETATEIES W ‘©§ R @
T | S oW’ 2 TRE TRASTLRE a&H G-
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AR, *. QIEART
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FRATAIIE | 998 JOFERATT  AAgHENA,
aut  REAAEFIFFERIARTIA™ATE, | 798
Hred, Hiear=raaraEm |

FAFHCT S AATAEFHIG TFRATH-
39 ARG | INFIE JaT AR | TR — g&-
JUFAASTRFRATRTIHAINGTIART AT -
&1 GIERERE! FASTAAST enaaEaa(E)-
= WAFE YHSANANRIAF! efict=ar aresag
FOARF(TE) FReAfy | a9 | REEnat g2 S9-
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TEE, FAE | A HARFARBIIAT |
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FATRTAT: FERFHA TR IR
F: FRRAT 15193 TraEga FRNHIRT g-
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AT FEFNAAAE, FFA FAEHAE , AFT-
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