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PREFACE.

Four manuseripts wete examined in bringmg out the
present edifion of P1 .dyumndbhyu aya They were obtained
fiom the Paluce Lasiuy and a e between two and threc
hundred year~ otd sk it 1e1 e 10g, for the Prakiit pass-
ages of the text are .ot given m aay of them The manus-
cripts are refeired tc 1a the foot-notes as %, @, wand 7. The
last one = 18 an mmco nplete .. . o

-

The story of the drama tela*es to the exploits — famous
i legends — of Pracyumna, son of Srikrisnna  The portions

of the story compriscd n each act of the play are detailed in
the table of contents

By 1its variety of expression and elegance of stlye, 1its
pure diction and choice vocabulary this diama should, I

think, 1n no way be classed as inferior to Niginanda of Sii-
Harsha and other similar works It 1s not surprising that
this drama 1s not known as it dese *vexs even 1n the land of its
birth — not to speal of its publicity abroad — when we re-
member that many ace the iare poetical gems hke Tapati-

samvarana that have been allowed to lie butied even 1n their
native country of Kerala

The author Rav varma Deva alias Sangrima Dhira and
king of Kolambapura 1s described i the prelude to the
drama as the son of Jayasimha of the tam'~ of Yadus and
descendant of the Liunar race. He 15 also stated to be well-
versed in music and poetry The prelude also discloses that
our author 1s a devo ee of Padmandbha tromm the statement
that he wishes the play to be enacted at the amficaT or festival
of Padmanébha and the description of Padmaniibha as #gm-

LJ
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Qemudsrhg~d% < the author of a commentiary on Alanki-

ragarvasva states that his 3701k 1s based on the commentary
of that work as pr~3 cdzC by Ravivarma Deva at the re-
quest of the Pandits at his court, thus -
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In Hustrating bhe Alankdras, Samudrabandha eulogises
Ravivarma Deva and in so domg largely uscs the same epi-

thets as those by which our author 15 deseribod i the present
work, thus —

“rerpTg i AfErd qore | S, ! QuEdTE, gona,
FrEArARIE aEmRadmsars g9 |
RS AT YA RRNBE Eraeage
gdtatEE= TR FeUga Swds |
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UV ETAS Tggd S Fgaraiia. )
gEqrenTteiisatm s |
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1 Simharéja, the ﬂutlmr ol Pmknl: !cupwm i which, I understand, 18
m course of publication by Throlessor Hulizsch, ralls  hamself the son of
Bamudrabandha Yajvun 1t i probablo, lrom the ramiy ot these numes GHXIAE
wnd HPIATHASAT , that they 1cier Lo the same por m amd that Smmndraiban-

dha got the title of Yapvan alter he compiled the comment ny on Alasnkirasn -
vasva
9. There s a palm leaf manuseript of this work about 300 yenrs old m the

hbyary of H. H the Mah uaja
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Thus 1t 18 evident that oar author and the Ravivarma
Deva reforred to by Samudiabandha are identical and that
his fame was made the saliject matter of a poet’s song In
lustrating @R (a figure of speech 1 Sanskrmé rhetoric)
Samudrabandha addresses the king as FgsmRy —

“IIRT ALY T TG 9 5T FIFI | A )

That this epithet 1s also 11 ieteience to “owr author 13 evident
from the iollowing slokas m Sukasandesa —
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TR Aew IgemaE

SRreFel Asaggel Fas=ar @ g7 | el

which show that Kolamba 1s the capital of the couutry of
Kipaki, and that the town of Kolamba 1s none other than
the modern Kollam or Quilon 1s clear from 1ts being deseribed
as situated north of Trivandrum and south of Srivallabha or
Tiruvalla,



There are three —-_~~*52.1n whic. eference 18 made

to king Ravivarma of Kerala  All these have been repro-
duced m the Epigraphia In(uca, two by Frotessor Kielhorn
(Vol 1V pp. 145- 1562 and one by Piot-ssor Hultzeh (Vol
VIII pp 8-9) The fust 18 taken irora a wall in the Vai-
shnava temple of Aruld aperumdl 11 Conji cvaiam and 1uns as

follows s
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The second 1s from the famous pagoda at Srirangam an
runs thus —
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The third 1s from the Saivaii tewzvlc of Virastineswara
1 the village of Thiruvad: (nec: Paniutty, South Arcot Dis-
trict) and 18 as follows —
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From the attributes regarding family, parentage ete.
given 1n these 1ascriptions, it being evident that the Ravivar-
ma therem mentioned 18 none other than the author of Pra-

dyumnibhyudaya, these inscriptions further reveal the achieve-
ments of our author such as the conquest oi the Pandya
Kingdom — this 18 1n keeping with his tatle of Sangrama-

AR o
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Dhira ¢ e. the bravo in haitle ==lis coronation at Conjeeva
ram ete.

It 13 a matter of extreme gratificaiion to us who have not
t1ll now heard of any king of Kerala whose fame has spread
to foreign lands that we are at present 1in a position to
announce with certainty that kg Ravivarma of Kolamba
born 1 Saka 1188 (A D 1205) i the cruntry of Kerala was
renowned for his conquest of the co mbrins as far as Conjee-
varam, no less than for his matchless skill as a poet  Fur-
thermore, from the sinular:ty of the 1efercnces regarding tke
Yadava family and devotioa to Sii Padmanabha, we can also
state tLat king Ravivarma mught, m all probability have been
an ancestor of His Most Gracious Highness the present
Maharaja of Travancoro

T. Ganapati Sastri.
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