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AN

HISTORICAL, TOPOGRAPHICAL, AND DESCRIPTIVE

VIEW

OF THE

COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND.
—te s NS r e

COQUETDALE WARD.---NORTH DIVISION.
——DrjeCn

ILDERTON PARISH.

L Ol agll FITS wmh is situated on the northem extremity of Coquet.
E- dale Ward, having the y cultivated lands of Wooler and
! Doddington on the north e picturesque mountains of Cheviot
on the west, the hill districts of Ingram on the south, and the
extensive parish of Eghngham on the east. It extends 6 miles
A0 from east to west, and 4} miles from north to south; and
", S L3 eontains 105 houses, and 579 inhabitants. There are two day-
e sehools im this perish; ene at Rosedon, and the other atMul.
dletan; at both of which about 86 children are educated. Thepar-huinmected
by the Lill-Burm, .

ILDERTON village stands upon a hill, on the west side of the Coldstream road, It
is distant 4 mffes south-oouth»east from Wooler, and 26} -miles north by west from
orpeth. The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and the living a discharged rec.
m%d the gift of the Duke of Northumberland.*
erton was a dependent manor of the barony of Wark, of which it was held b
the ancient famil of the Ndertons, Henry de Ilderten, 1 king Edward I. held thig
manor, and the tgree Middletons, {’lthe annual rent of 30s.’of the barony of Beanly,
It was possessed by Sir Thomas de Ilderton, 50 king Edward III he being that year
high sheriff of Northumberland, and in the 1 king Richard I. ulred at honour
by his valour, at the siege.of Berwick upon Tweed; by 8ir Ral derton, who
had a commission against the Moors, 1 king Henry VIIT. 1509; ; by Thomas Ilderton,

* In an old account of patrons of churches in Northumberland, in the lund-wnting of Barnes, bishop of
Durham, the laird of Ilderton is styled patran of the living of Ilderten,
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6 COQUETDALE WARD.-N. D.

10 queen Elizabeth, who also held Rosedon, and-lands in Brunton and Shipley ; by
John Ilderton, in the reign of king Charles I.; by Thomas, who died in 1762, and
was succeeded b{ Charles, who died shortly after. It is now in the possession of his
son, Sanderson Ilderton, Esq.

Between Ilderton and Hedgehope, one of the highest of the Cheviot mountains,
and near the Three-stone Burn, is a Druidic Temple, consisting of ten large rude and
unequal stones, placed in an oval form, from east to west 38 yards in diameter, and
83 yards from north to south. The stones are mostly thrown down, or sunk so far in
the earth, that their original number cannot now be exactly ascertained. Three very
large ones which stood erect, and greatly out-topped the others, probably gave the
present name to the burn near which this monument stands.* }l)‘his mountainous
and picturesque country, where nature assumes the grandest and most sublime forms,
seems to have been the favourite seat of Druidism. The towering hills of Cheviot,
and the recesses of the woods with which their sides were anciently covered, were
alike favourable for the purposes of devotion and defence. Hence this part of the
county is covered with the forts of the Britons, and the temples of their priests. But
this district has never been minutely surveyed by the curious eye of the antiquary ;
and, no doubt, a variety of curious and interesting objects remain to reward the in-
dustry of the accurate surveyor.

RosepoN.—This township adjoins the village of Ilderton on the south. On Rose-
don Edge is a large square entrenchment, which appears to have been a Roman post,
and.the situation was'well calculated for observing the neighbouring strong-holds of the

* * Druidic temples are of different forms: they are sometimes formed of a single circle, and often of double

and treble eoncentric circles of upright stones. In general, only one or two of those inclosures are found in
ane place; though there are instances of three, four, and even more in the same vicinity. Stone pillars and
small cairns are sometimes found in the middle of the area; and at other times the altar is placed on the out-
side. The namber of the stones which form these areas is different, and was probably determined by some
established rules, expressive of the erudition of those ages. Twelve is the most usual number, either in ho«
nour of the twelve superior deities, or to some national custom of twelve persons of authority meeting there
in council ; or else alluding to the twelve months of the year. It is difficult to determine the different uses
to: which these varioua temples were appropriated. Accurate enquiry might, perhaps, discover, that ‘the
circles and ovals of erect stones, with stone pillars and small cairns within them, are the Oratories of ancient
tines. They were also used. occasionally for civil purposes; dnd the nobles stood or sat in a circle upon
those stones, during the time of council, law, or election, whilst the king, or high chief, stood by the pillar
in the middle of the-ares. This custom of sitling on stones in council was very ancient among the more
eastern nations ; for, in the several sculptures which the fruitful imagination of Homer bestows so liberally
on the shield of Achilles, one of them is of the elders of the community, met together to.decide a.matter in
difference, sitting on stones properly adapted to receive them, and in a sacred circle:—

“ On rough-hewn stones, within the sacred cirque,
Convok’d, the hoary sages sat.” . . .

This mode of meeting in council was long retained by the primitive inhabitants of northern Europe; and
it was peculiarly consistent with the principles of Druidism to convert the temple of the gods into a court of
judicature, and even into a place of execution, where the blood of the offender was offered in atonement upon
the altar of the offended gods. See the description of Yevering Bell, vol. i. p. 377.
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Britons. But previous to its occupation by the Roman troops, it bas been a fortress
belonging to the natives, as its name clearly imports. :

RoppAM, the seat of the ancient family of the Roddams, is agreeably situated a
little distance west from the Coldstream road, on a bold eminence, which; on the
south, forms the banks of a deep romantic dell. The house is a handsome modern
building, and commands a very pleasant prospect of the vale which stretches under it.
- The family of Roddam is believed to be one of the most primeval in the British
dominions ; the Scottish Heraldry most likely contains their more remote kneage, as
upon an old pedigree of the family is written the following grant, in Saxon characters:

«I King Athelstan gives unto the Pole Roddam,

~ From me and mine, to thee and thine,
Before my wife Maude, my daughter Maudlin, and my eldest son Henry,
And for a certen truth, .
I bite this wax with my gang tooth,
So long as muir bears moss, and cnout® grows Rare,

A Roddam of Roddam for ever mare.”

The Roddams had originally possessed a great portion of the north of Northum-
berland ; but the little progress of improvement, added to the varying governments
and warring events of former ages, caused their property to be much reduced ; which
is laughably and satirically noticed by the laconic author of a supposed will of a
northern clergyman, written about forty years ago, who laments that the proud Rod-
dams and Delavels, who merrily dance in tkeir rags, cannot sell their lineage. King
Athelstan’s grant of the only part of the ancient inheritance that they now retain is
circumstantially and more particularly mentioned in Historia Majoris Britanniae tam
Angliae quam Scotiae ; per Joannam Majorem, nomine quidem Scotum professione au-
tem Theologum e veterum momumentis concinnata, giving certain and indubitable
proofs of the allti(%‘\.lity of their ancestry ; in which the author, mentioning an irrup-
tion of the English into Scotland in the reign of king Richard II. says, That they
burnt the monastries of Melros, Dryburgh, Newbottle, and Edinburgh, and returned
back without damage. After their departure, Robert Stewart, Earl of Fife, second
son of the king of Scotland, having with him James Earl of Douglas, and Archibald
Earl of Galway, with thirty thousand men, entered England by Solway Frith, and
finding the adjacent country rich and abundant, carried off very great spoil. While
he was there, a most ancient charter was brought to him, in which was thus written :

I King Athelstan

Giffis heir to Paulane

Odam and Roddam

Als gud and als fair

Als ever tha myn ware

And yair to witness Mald my wife.

The same Robert, then Duke of Albany, was chosen governor of Scotland, during
the detention of his nephew, king James I. in England. Whenever he heard long

* Or knowt, a north country term for cattle.
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charters and other similar writings, he used to say, that in anciént times there was
more probity and good faith, when our’ ancestors were not yet accustomed to such
minute prolixity in their conveyances. And this opinion he exemplified by these
letters patent of king Athelstan, which he was wons to recite from memory on such
occasions, Buch is the substance of Major’s curious narrative respecting this ancient
E:mt. Although the head quarters of the Scotch was in Cumberland or Westmore-
d, yet a detachment might have penetrated into Roddam, and found the writin

in question; and as Major appears to quote the lines anly from Duke Robert’s reci
of them, this will account for their having been somewhat modernized and altered
from the genuine Saxon of king Athelstan’s original t.* :

It is mentioned in Leland’s Collectanea, that « Gilbert Rodam, baving fifty-three
gayves with him, and eighty archers, fought with Reynald de Gulon, capitayne of

arys, near Stampes (now Ktampes, in ’I\Iormtl.m}ﬁ)):e that had seven hundred men of
armes and four hundred brigantes with him. Gilbert was slayen; yet the English-
men had the victory, and Reynald was taken prisoner; but he, by the help of a false
Englishman, was convayied or ever he had payid his rannsom.”

he English Heraldry first mentions Eleonora Roddam, married to Robert Um-

franville, Karl of Angus, 81 king Henry II. (1184)—William de Roddam—Thomas—
William de Roddam, 49 king enry 1I1.—Willianm married the dau and heiress
of Thomas D’Esplee, kinilf.dward I1.—Sir John Roddam, of Roddam, knight, lord
of Houghton, in right of his wife Ellen, daughter and heiress of John Houghton, of
Houghton. in the county of Northumberland, Esq. Xle was slain in the Palm-Sun-
day field, with the Earl of Northumberland, at the battle of Towton, on the 19th of
March, 1491—Joane, daughter of Adam de Roddam, married Thomas de Umfran~
ville—John, 1 king Edward IV.—John, 6 ki‘f Edward VI.—Robert, 10 queen
Elizabeth—John, in the reign of king Charles I. &c. &e. This ancient family bas
intermarried with the Greys, the Selbys, the Forsters, the Swinburnes, and the Lisles,
of this county.t Williamm Roddam, Esq, the present proprietor of Roddam, is

* If the terrible confliet besween the great Athelstan and the Scoteh and Dunves took place at Broomridge,
which belonged to the warlike and ancient family of the Roddams, the wictor might have rewarded Pauline
by this grant for his good services. The suggestion that Pauline devived his name from one of the old
Northumbrians, who was converted and baptised by Paulinus, the apostle of the nerth, seeme very probable,
Amongst the numeroue conjectures respecting the proper scite of Brunanburch, where Athelstan gained his
decisive victory, is one whiclh fixes it at Brinkburn, because John of Hexham, under the year 1134, calls it
Brincaburch, But the above grant, with the traces of military lines, and the adaptation of the ground fon
offensive operations at Broomridge, are strong circumstances in favaur of the opinion that fixes the acene of
action at that place. See val. i. pages 46 and 373,

+ The most distinguished person of this family in modern times, and the last of the line, is the late Robert
Roddam, Esq. Admiral of the White, &c. whose skill, activity, and gallantry, reflect the highest honour, not
only upon himself, but also on the ancient family from whom he descended. He was the son of Edward
Roddam, of Roddam and Little Houghton, Esq. by Jane, daughter of Robert Shelly, Esq. born at Richmond,
and a merchant of Newcastle upon Tyne. He went to sea as a midshipman in the Lowestoffe, in the year
1735-6. He served also as midshipman in the Russell, Cumberland, and Bayne, and was upon the Antigua
station with Captain Drummond, of the Lowestoffe, more thau five years, Sir Chaloner Ogle then took him
into his ‘own ship, on his way to Jamaica, to join Admiral Vernon, whem he accampanied on the different
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heir in consequenée of his mother being a neice of the late Edward Collingwood, of
Byker; who married the heiress of Roddam of Chirton. ‘

MipprLETON, NORTH and SouTH, are two townships that form the north part of
Ilderton parish. They were anciently the estate of Robert de Muschamse, and a
member of his lordship of Wooler; but his grandson Robert leaving three daughters
only, it is probable that the manor was divided into North and South Middleton
about the end of king Henry IIL’s reign ; for we find that Jogn, the relict of Robert

expeditions to Hispaniola, Carthagena, the island of Cuba, Cumberland harbour, &c. &c. where he displayed
great valour and intrepidity. In 1741, he was made third lientenant on board the Superb, and though so
young an officer, saved the ship twice on her passage home. In the following year he was transferred to the
Monmouth, which, when off Teneriffe, took a Spanish vessel richly laden. He was promoted to the com-
mand of his majesty’s sloop Viper in 1746, when he sailed from Partsmouth to stop the sailing of a fleet at
Plymouth during a high south-west wind, after all the captains of the fleet had declined the enterprize. This
exhibition of boldness, skill, and alacrity, obtained him the approbation and friendship of Lord Anson, a lord
of the admiralty. During the same year, Admiral Sir Peter Warren ordered Captain Roddam to attack a
fleet of transports, laden with naval stores, in Sidera Bay, near Cape Ortugal. The Viper sailed in the evens
ing, and was off the first battery in the morning, which was carried, though it contained 500 men. Having .
destroyed the guns, Roddam and his gallant party took a privateer coming out, entered the bay, burnt above
80 sail of vessels, and on the third day rejoined his admiral with three or four prizes, not being able to man
more from his little sloop of 14 guns and 90 men and boys. The town offered to surrender ; but Captain
Roddam told the inhabitants, that it was not his object to aggrandize himself and crew by distressing un«
armed and harmless individuals. - For this exploit he was advanced to'the command of the Greyhound frigate,
.with the rank of post captain. He was also solicited to become representative in parliament for Portsmouth ;
but this, and other similar honours, he refused. After being for some time stationed in Holland and at New
York, he returned to England, and, in 1758, was commissioned to the Bristol guard-ship, of 50 guns, at Ply-
mouth. In 1755, he sailed to the Jamaica station in'the Greenwich of 50 guns. While on a cruize off His-
paniola, he fell in with a French squadron, consisting of five sail of the line, two frigates, and an armed
store-ship. All Capt'ain Roddam’s manceuvres were fruitless, and escape became impossible. He, however,
fought against this overwhelming force during twelve hours, hoping to take I'Eveille of 64 guns by boarding,
and then to try to escape, she being a fine sailing ship. But the Greenwich became at length unmanageable ;
when, in consequence of the opinion of his officers, Captain Roddam ordered the colours to be struck. He,
however, positively refused to go on board the French man of war, and demanded that his opponents shonld
come on board his ship. When the enemy mounted the deck of the Greenwich, they saw, with surprise and
alarm, the men at their quarters, with lighted matches, and in the greatest order. ¢ You there see,” said
Captain Roddam, “a garrison capitulate to very syperior force, but ready to renew the fight if the French
had not done as I required.” The French officers afterwards treated him in the most unfeeling manner. At
Hispaniola, his brave crew, imagining that he had been murdered, overpowered the guard, armed themselves,
and sallied forth. The governor entreated Captain Roddam to quell his men, which he soon effected, and
was afterwards permitted to visit them daily. About two months after, they were all embarked for Jamaica,
where Captain Roddam was tried by a court martial, and acquitted, with many compliments upon his honour
and bravery. Returning to England, the packet in which he was a passenger, by mismanagement went
down on her beam ends ; ‘but through Captain Roddam’s exertions, -the vessel again righted. In 1759, after
being exchanged, he took the command of the Colchester, and being off Brest, with the Monmouth and Mona
tague, chased three French men of war under the batteries, and run one of them on shore. Being ardered
by Sir Edward Hawke to Belleisle, he carried the Colchester through the narrow rocky passage (Le Ras
between the Saints and the shore, and was believed te be the first English ship that ever made the attempt,
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de Qgle, 11 Henry IV. had for her dowry an assignation of certain lands in North
Middleton, which manor then belonged to John de Farmelawe, but was soon after in
the possession of Henry Earl of Northumberland, who having forfeited the same to
the crown, the whole town was ted to her son Robert, in consideration of some
special services done to king Edward IV. who advanced him to the dignity and de-

of a baron, by summons to parliament in the first year of his reign. South Mid.
_ﬁ{::on was most of this time in the hands of the Northumberland family: for we
find that, 26 Edward III. Henry Percy died seized of this town or vi , as 2 mem-
ber of his manor of Alnwick, and leaving it to his son Henry, who died 43 Edward

ITI. his lady Joan surviving him, she had for her dowry sixty-six shillings and four-

Having arrived at his destination, he and Captain Reynolds in the Firm received orders to watch a convoy
of sixteen frigates, supposed to be bound for Ireland. Here Captain Roddam proposed to attack and destroy
the convoy then lying in Rochfort river; but the council of officers would not run the risk. After this, the
Colchester being leaky, was ordered to Plymouth, where she arrived making five feet water an hour. In this
condition, he was sent with a convoy to join Sir Edward Hawke, baving taken a few caulkers on board.
The admiral ordered him to return and refit, after which he was directed to sail to St. Helena, with the Rip-
" pon, to bring home the fleet from the East Indies. 1n their passage home, under the command of Admiral
Sir George Pocock, being near Scilly in a great fog, Captain Roddam made a signal to tack, which the admi.
ral honoured him by repeating, and afterwards thanked him : and when off Dover, in a fog and a high wind,
after the signal for lying-to by the admiral, Captain Roddam ventured to make the signal for bearing away
to the Downs, for which also the admiral, after perceiving the danger, thanked him. The Colchester, being
unserviceable, was paid off; and peace being soon after proclaimed, Captain Roddam turned his sword into
a ploughshare, and commenced considerable improvements at Roddam ; an estate which afterwards, in the
year 1776, he became heir to by the death of his eldest brather, Edward Roddam, Esq. in whose life-time he
rebuilt the present mansion-house, retaining a strong attachment to the ancient possessions of his family. On
a supposition of war breaking out with Spain, about the year 1770, Captain Roddam was commissioned far
the Lenox of 74 guns, at Portsmouth, and continued to command her three years as a guard-ship. At the
commencement of the American war, he took the command of the Cornwall, of 74 guns, at Chatham, then
under orders for the Mediterranean ; but, upon being appointed Rear-Admiral of the White, on the 29th of
April, 1778, he was succeeded in the command of the Cornwall by Captain Timothy Edwards, and was ordered
imwediately to Chatharm as commander in chief of his majesty’s ships and vessels in the river Medway, and
of the Buoy at the Nore; and on the 19th of March, 1779, received the rank of Vice-Admiral of the Blue,
ai.\d continuing in the same command, was promoted to be Vice-Admiral of the White, on the 26th of Sep-
tember, 1780 ; a Vice-Admiral of the Red on the 24th of Septemhber, 1787 ; and on the 20th of April, 1789,
he was appointed commander in chief at Portsmouth, where he continued three years, a most active and at-
tentive commander. By early hours and regularity he carried every business quickly forward ; and the ex«
pectation of war, with its hurrying consequences, gave him in that situation many opportunities of exerting
his professional zeal. Having struck his flag at Portsmouth in the year 1792, on the 1st of February, 1798,
he was promoted to be Admiral of the Blue; an the 12th of April, 1794, Admiral of the White; and, in
1805, he was made Admiral of the Red, and placed the highest on the list. This distinguished officer had
ever been the sailor’s friend, though at the same time their steady and particularly undismayed commander ;
and mutinies never existed under his flag. In giving energy to the mandates of government, promoting sub-
scriptions for the public good, and activity in discharging his magisterial duties, his exertions were conspi-
euous. To the last period of his life he possessed a remarkable degree of health, spirit, and activity. He
died in April, 1808, in the 83d year of his age. He married Lucy Mary, daughter of the Hon. Admiral Clin-
ton, uncle to the Earl of Lincoln, April 24, 1749. She died at New York in America, December 9, 1750,
aged twenty-two.













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































